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have decided that. He had by this time thor-
oughly ingratiated himself with Henry, and on
November 20, 151i, his signature as a Privy
Counsellor appears for the first time. One of the
last letters that he wrote before his election was to
Foxe, whom he endeavoured to conciliate for
having broken some of his instructions. This he
does-by suggesting that Surrey, whose reception
at Court had been rather cool lately, should be
" utterly excluded " from it. This bold presump-
tion on the part of one who was still officially a
minor courtier speaks volumes for Wolsey's favour
with the King ; and it succeeded in its object.
Foxe also withdrew more and more from public
affairs, an act which ever piled up duties and
responsibilities upon the willing and capable
shoulders of Wolsey, who gradually assumed all
the responsibilities of Foxe, save those of his
diocese.

It is, in fact, just as this point in Wolsey's career,
when the curtain rises so definitely upon the
second act, that we must judge by silences, gaps
in the chain of events, incidents that do not arise,
and the behaviour of other people, on which we
must base our evidence. For Wolsey was careful
in the playing of his game for power ; and there
is little extant of what he wrote. For these reasons
his change of attitude towards the approaching
war is largely a matter of conjecture. It may even
be that he was swayed by Foxe, who appeared,
before long, on the side of the Pope ; but, be that